ALFRED NOBEL'S YOUTH
that granular powder, which has absorbed pyro-glycerine up to
saturation .point, produces a more powerful explosion in a closed
vessel than ordinary powder. As to what happened afterwards,
all I know is that the results achieved after my arrival were most
inconclusive and that we wasted the whole summer with experi-
ments which a competent person could have carried out in one
day. Thereupon I returned to the method of blasting with tubes
surrounded by powder, which method I had already tried in
Petersburg, and so far from regarding this idea as yours, you made
fun of me on account of it. , . . I then decided to make a bid for
independence, and to devise a means of achieving my object
without friction and unpleasantness. As the result of theoretic
research into what took place during the explosion, I arrived at
a principle which I had already suspected, and which is entirely
different from that which underlies your use of glycerine powder,
the principle being ^that if a small amount of pyro-glycerine be
rapidly caused to .explode, the shock and the heat generated will
communicate the explosion to the whole mass/'
This letter did in fact produce the desired result; old Nobel
recognised that he had been unjust, and insisted that his son
should receive the patent, as inventor. We shall later record a
detailed report dealing with the history of the discovery, and the
similar experiments made by Immanuel Nobel at the same time.
As a result of the straightforward manner in which Alfred Nobel
had cleared up the situation, the old friendly relations between
the father and son were restored. Alfred's mother, who had been
on his side throughout, contributed to this result, and in a later
letter to him she wrote that he had been right to refute all those
accusations which he had been the last to deserve.
" What a return for all your trouble and worry/1 she wrpte.
" The question would not be settled, even now, if you had not
dealt with it firmly. Of course my Uttle Alfred will realise that
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